




Testing continues on the equipment 
installed at the Processing, Treatment and 
Transportation Facility on the Champlain 
Canal in Fort Edward. When dredging 
begins in May, the facility will be ready 
to accept sediment and debris removed 
from the Hudson River for processing  
and transport to Texas for disposal. 

Already, the mechanics of the process have 
been tested a number of times, with clean 
fill substituting for the dredged sediment 
that will be loaded into the system during 
dredging.

As part of the testing process, water was 
added to the clean fill so it would better 
resemble Hudson sediment. The fill was 
loaded into the size separation equipment 
at the unloading wharf to remove large 
rocks and sand. The material then was 
pumped through piping to the sediment 
dewatering building, where filter presses 
squeezed water out of the material. 

Equipment testing at the Processing 
Facility will continue throughout the 
spring to ensure everything is ready for the 
beginning of dredging in May.

GE’s goal is to conduct the project safely and to conduct it in accordance 
with the strict engineering and quality-of-life performance standards EPA 
established. These standards address air quality, noise, lighting, odor, river 
navigation, the resuspension of PCBs in the water, the level of PCBs left on 
the river bottom after dredging, and the rate at which dredging is conducted.

Tugboats – Shallow draft tugboats – two different sizes – 
will be used on the river to push equipment throughout the 
work areas. These workhorses will also move the loaded and 
empty barges to and from the Processing, Treatment and  
Transportation Facility.

Survey, crew, support boats – To be docked at 
the work support marina on West River Road in the Town of 
Moreau, crews will use these various vessels for getting to the 
dredging sites, testing and monitoring, and oversight.

Safety During Dredging
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A dredge consists of an excavator on an anchored platform of 
modular deck barges. Up to 12 dredges will operate in and around 
the Phase 1 dredging area at any time. When a hopper barge is 
filled, a tugboat will push the barge to the Processing Facility on 
the Champlain Canal. Up to 20 trips a day are expected through 
Lock 7.

In-river dredging work carries its own unique set of hazards – 
different from shore work. But like crews at the Processing 
Facility – with more than two years without a lost-time incident 
– each worker will be trained in safe work practices. The focus 
involves constant attention to safety and prevention of risks; 
pre-work orientation and training; and regular updates.
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I’d like more information…

Dredging is scheduled to begin in May, but 
several activities have already begun in the 
river to prepare for the massive project.

Crews have begun to construct a water flow 
control structure in the east channel of 
Rogers Island to slow the flow of water 
through the channel during dredging. 
Although the structure won’t eliminate water 
from the channel, the water flow will be 
slowed to improve control of resuspension. 
A silt curtain is used at the south end of 
the east channel in conjunction with the 
structure. A staging area on Rogers Island 
is being used temporarily during construction.  

Work has also begun at a backfill staging area being 
developed on property on West River Road in the Town 
of Moreau. At this property, located to the north of the 
project Work Support Marina, a conveyor system will 
be installed to move backfill material – primarily sand 
and rocks – to barges in the river so it can be brought 
to areas where dredging has been completed.

At the Work Support Marina, also located on West  
River Road in the Town of Moreau, crews are installing 

floating docks that will support up to 30 support vessels.
Once dredging begins, survey, transport, oversight and 
monitoring support vessels will be staged from this 
location. In addition, crews reporting to work will park 
their personal vehicles here.

At GE’s equipment staging area, on Route 4 in Fort 
Edward, a large crane is moving modular deck barges 
from land into the river where they are being assembled 
into platforms that will support the dredging equipment. 
Tugboats staged at this property will be moved into the 
river next and temporarily moored until dredging begins.

Equipment is lined 
up at the Route 4 
equipment staging 
area in Fort Edward.

DREDGING REPORT
The Hudson River Between 90 and 100 pieces of equipment will be in the river 

at peak, including large barges, excavators, tugboats, skiffs, 
cranes and other large machinery.

Final preparations before dredging starts
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GE
Joan Gerhardt
Community Liaison
P.O. Box 295
Fort Edward, NY  12828
518-792-4087
1-888-596-3655
www.hudsondredging.com

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency
Kristen Skopeck
Community Liaison
421 Lower Main St.
Hudson Falls, NY  12839
1-866-615-6490
www.epa.gov/hudson

Project Contacts:
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