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A HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT
The Results of the Hudson Dredging Project

PCB LEVELS LOWER IN WATER, SEDIMENT AND FISH
The Hudson River Dredging Project is working. Since the completion of dredging in October 2015:
•

PCB levels in sediment have dropped as much as 96%

•

99.8% of sediment samples in the Upper Hudson show PCB levels below EPA’s dredging criteria

•

PCB levels in water are down at every monitoring station, ranging from a 78% reduction near
Fort Edward to a 54% reduction near Poughkeepsie

•

PCB levels in samples representing all species of fish in the Upper Hudson have dropped 58%

NEW YORK STATE
DATA SHOW

99.8%

OF SEDIMENT SAMPLES
MEET THE CRITERIA
SET BY EPA

SEDIMENT
PCB levels in sediment have dropped between 80% and 96% according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Five Year
1
Review. New York State data show a reduction up to 92%, based on sampling results from the state Department of Environmental
2
Conservation’s 2017 sediment sampling program. The DEC data confirm dredging was successful, with more than 99% of the
samples showing levels below the criteria EPA said warranted dredging. Sediment levels are important to assess because they
reflect the amount of PCBs that may be accessible to fish.

WATER
PCB levels in water influence PCB levels in sediment and fish. PCB levels in water dropped at every monitoring station along the
Hudson. Dredging resulted in declines ranging from 78% in the Fort Edward area, where the highest concentrations historically
were found, to 56% in Albany and 54% as far south as Poughkeepsie.3

FISH
In samples representing all species of fish across the Upper Hudson River, PCB levels declined by 58% in the three years since the
4
end of the majority of dredging. Such levels are monitored closely because fish are considered a potential route of human exposure.
5
EPA has said “up to 8 or more years of … data” will be needed to reliably assess the impact of dredging.

WHAT EPA AND NEW YORK STATE HAVE SAID ABOUT THE HUDSON
Both the federal and state governments have acknowledged
the tremendous environmental improvements in the
Hudson River.
U.S. EPA has called the Hudson River Dredging Project a
6
“historic achievement.” Former EPA Regional Administrator
Judith Enck said, “ The massive amount of PCBs that have
finally been removed from this treasured river is a tremendous
accomplishment that will benefit the communities along the
7
Hudson River for generations to come.”
The New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation notes on its website: “Today the Hudson River
is one of the healthiest estuaries on the Atlantic Coast. Its rich

history and striking environmental recovery have made it one
8
of the nation’s fourteen American Heritage Rivers.”
While New York State continues to recommend that no fish
from the Upper Hudson be consumed, and recommends
limits on consumption of fish from the Lower Hudson, the
state makes clear the river is safe to use. “Today, the Hudson’s
waters flow cleaner than they have in decades. Years of hard
work by dedicated scientists, government officials, and riverlovers have opened the Hudson’s shores to swimming, fishing,
and boating. Revitalized public beaches, boat launches,
parks, and fishing access sites dot the estuary’s shores, and
9
opportunities for outdoor activities abound.”

GE’S WORK ON THE
HUDSON CONTINUES
Even though dredging has concluded, GE will collect
samples of fish, water and sediment from a 150-mile
stretch of the river for the foreseeable future. In addition,
GE will monitor the habitat replacement performed along
the river bottom to ensure it is re-establishing itself as
EPA forecast.
And, in conjunction with EPA, GE will continue performing
a comprehensive evaluation of the Hudson shoreline to
determine whether PCBs are present in areas prone to
flooding, and how best to address them.
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